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The official coat of Arms of Ralston College was 
devised and assigned to the College in 2022 by 
the College of Arms in the United Kingdom, which 
for nearly six hundred years has granted and 
assigned arms. The star symbolizes the illumination 
of truth and knowledge, and the spears (pheons) 
represent the courage required to pursue it.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
from Vision to Reality

Three years ago, we set out to build something bold—a place of deep learning, rigorous inquiry, and 

intellectual community. What began as a vision has now become reality, with 71 graduates, half 

a dozen world-class faculty, and hundreds of international supporters coming together to create 

an institution dedicated to the pursuit of truth and human flourishing. In this short time, we have 

welcomed extraordinary students from all different disciplines into an intensive humanities education 

centered around the principles and development of Western Civilization—training a new generation 

of thinkers and doers who are willing to take risks—such as joining a new college.

Our impact is also felt far beyond our campus in historic Savannah. Through public lectures and 

podcasts, we have reached millions, sparking conversations and inspiring a renewed commitment to 

truth-led scholarship. Our students and graduates are carrying this spirit forward in a wide range of 

fields—business, education, politics, journalism, and the arts—as powerful sources of vitalization in our 

country and culture. Their achievements, alongside the generosity and dedication of our faculty, staff, 

and supporters, affirm the importance of the work we are doing.

This is just the beginning. The past three years have laid a strong foundation, but our ambitions remain 

high. As we look ahead, we will continue to expand our reach, deepen our impact, and uphold the 

ideals that brought us here. To all who have been part of this journey—thank you. Your belief in this 

mission has made it possible, and together, we will shape the future. And to all those who might be 

thinking of joining us, in the words of Horace: “Sapere aude, incipe — Dare to be wise — and begin!”

Yours,

Stephen Blackwood 

Founding President
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WHY THIS REPORT?
This inaugural report marks the first three years of Ralston College’s 

operations, documenting key milestones, academic and cultural 

initiatives, student outcomes, and financial stewardship. It affirms 

our commitment to institutional transparency, mission-driven 

growth, and the renewal of higher education.



3

A NEW EDUCATION 
FOR THOSE WHO 
SEEK THE TRUTH 
WITH COURAGE
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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY



6

1
Received authorization to 
grant degrees from the State of 
Georgia.

4
Recruited and appointed world-
class faculty and hosted dozens  
of distinguished scholars and  
guest lecturers.

7
Graduated 71 MA students.

2
Secured $40 million to launch 
and drive long-term support.

5
Received over 3,500 
expressions of interest from 
prospective applicants.

8
Produced original digital 
content—podcasts and short 
courses—with a global reach of 
over 40 million views.

3
Operationalized a multi-building 
campus in the historic district  
of Savannah.

6
Successfully established and 
delivered a rigorous humanities 
education rooted in the Western 
tradition, designed to awaken 
intellectual courage and foster 
cultural renewal.

9
Achieved Candidacy for 
Accreditation* from the New 
England Commission of Higher 
Education (NECHE).

KEY MILESTONES
From 2022–2025
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FINANCIAL  
HIGHLIGHTS
$40+ million raised  
in philanthropic support since launch

Major grant awards  
secured from national foundations

Sustainable  
operating budget  
in place for multiple years

Investment in campus  
infrastructure  
including renovation and operation of historic  
buildings in Savannah

100% of enrolled  
MA students received full scholarships  
through donor-funded fellowships

Successful external audits  
completed with clean reports, demonstrating  
sound fiscal oversight
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ENROLLMENT HIGHLIGHTS
Strong Applicant Interest

Over 3,500 expressions of interest have been received across four admissions cycles, 
demonstrating broad awareness and mission resonance.

Selective Admissions

With a 21% acceptance rate, the program maintains high academic and intellectual 
standards, on par with leading liberal arts graduate schools.

Exceptional Yield

Nearly 80% of admitted students have chosen to matriculate—well above national 
averages—reflecting strong commitment and alignment with the College’s mission.

Purpose-Driven Funnel

Approximately 3% of all initial inquiries result in matriculation, signaling a focused 
cohort of highly motivated and mission-aligned students.
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Strong Outcomes Post-Graduation

Over 90% of graduates have secured meaningful employment or advanced 
academic placement within six months of completing the program.

Creative and Professional Leadership

Graduates are also launching businesses, working in media and publishing, engaging 
in public service, and leading cultural projects—many while continuing to collaborate 
with Ralston.

Diverse and Distinguished Destinations

Alumni have gone on to institutions including the University of St Andrews, Hillsdale 
College, Meta, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, the University of Chicago, 
Encounter Books, and more.

Continued Engagement in the Humanities

More than 35% remain directly involved in the humanities—teaching across the 
country or pursuing graduate and doctoral study.

ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS
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STRATEGIC PLANS
Achieved, In Progress, Forthcoming

Launch the 
MA program 

with state 
authorization

PROVE THE 
CONCEPT

(achieved)

Secure recognition 
by national 

accreditor and 
streamline budget

SUBSTANTIATE 
CONCEPT

(in progress)

 Double cohort 
and expand 

program

PREPARE  
FOR SCALE

(forthcoming)
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CANDIDACY FOR 
ACCREDITATION*
In April 2025, Ralston College reached a 

significant institutional milestone, receiving 

Candidacy for Accreditation* status from the 

New England Commission of Higher Education 

(NECHE). This recognition affirms that the 

College has met rigorous standards and is on a 

clear path toward full accreditation.

Candidacy is not accreditation itself, but a 

formal status of affiliation that acknowledges 

an institution’s quality and viability. It allows 

the College to begin expanding key operations, 

including preparing to offer federal financial 

aid, should it so choose, while continuing 

to demonstrate compliance with NECHE’s 

comprehensive standards.

Achieving full accreditation typically requires a 

multi-year process of ongoing review, detailed 

self-evaluation, and periodic site visits. The 

College will work closely with the Commission 

over the coming years to complete this process, 

as it continues to build institutional capacity and 

expand its programs.

Launch 
undergraduate 

program

IMPLEMENT 
SCALE

(forthcoming)



12

MILESTONES at a Glance

2010
College founded 
with 501(c)(3) status

2015
Early supporters 
join the project 
including 
philosopher Hilary 
Putnam, literary 
critic Harold 
Bloom, and Nobel 
Laureate Elie 
Wiesel.

2018
Launched 
Ralston College 
Podcasts with 
the conversation 
between Jordan 
Peterson and 
Roger Scruton 
(1MM+ views)

2020
Received 
authorization  
to grant degrees 
in the State of 
Georgia

FEBRUARY 
2022 
Secured foundational 
$25MM donation

MAY 
2022 
Jordan Peterson 
appointed College’s 
first Chancellor; 
received 1,000 
expressions of 
interest for our first 
cohort of 25

JUNE 
2022 
Began hiring 
world-class 
faculty

JULY 
2022
Operationalized a 
campus of multiple 
buildings in historic 
Savannah

AUGUST 
2022
Began first  
Greek residency 
program in 
Greece
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MILESTONES at a Glance

13

MARCH 
2023
Launched inaugural 
Sophia Lectures

AUGUST 
2023
Second cohort 
arrived in Samos

JUNE 
2024
Launched inaugural Pilot 
Summer Latin Program

AUGUST 
2024
Third cohort 
arrived

MAY 
2025
Graduated 
third cohort

JUNE 
2023
Graduated 
first cohort

MAY 
2024
Graduated 
second cohort

JULY 
2024
Dr David 
Butterfield leaves 
Cambridge to 
join Ralston APRIL 

2025
Granted 
candidacy for 
accreditation 
by NECHE

“I love new beginnings.”
— Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel, a survivor of the Holocaust, 

upon joining the Board of Visitors of Ralston College in 2015
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OUR MISSION 
IN ACTION

EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY
Ralston College exists to do one thing exceptionally well: 
cultivating students with the intellectual clarity and moral 
courage to renew our country and culture.

In a time of growing disillusionment with conventional 
academia, Ralston offers something rare: a rigorous, 
transformative education built around timeless questions and 
works of enduring value. Our academic program is grounded 
in the humanities because they are the repository of our 
civilization’s greatest discoveries. They are the most upstream 
force shaping our culture—about justice, beauty, the human soul, 
and the nature of a flourishing life.

Through philological discipline and immersive study, our 
students engage directly with the languages, texts, and ideas that 
first illuminated the truths and ideals on which our civilization 
depends. We believe this inheritance must be renewed—not 
merely preserved—in order to meet the challenges of the present 
and build a better future.

We are not trying to do everything. We are doing one thing—
forming students of character, depth, and courage—and doing it 
with clarity, purpose, and excellence.
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OUR COMMITMENTS
TRUTH. FREEDOM. BEAUTY. FELLOWSHIP. 

These four words define our mission. We pursue truth without ideological 
constraint. We defend freedom—of speech, inquiry, conscience, and 
association—in all its forms. We cultivate beauty in thought, word, and 
environment. And we foster fellowship: the bonds of living together with 
shared meals, classes, and activities to cultivate the friendship on which 
shared purposes and moral courage depend.

Ralston College brings together students and faculty in an intensive academic 
community—one that values honest conversation, deep friendship, and the 
habits of a fully human life. Our students study abroad in immersive language 
residencies, engage with renowned thinkers and artists through public events, 
and are supported by faculty and staff committed to their flourishing.
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OUR 
DISTINCTION
Rigorous, Externally-Verified  
Examinations
Ralston is unique in requiring all graduates to 
pass final, summative examinations in both 
Ancient Greek and the Philosophy and Literature 
components of the program. These assessments 
are double-blind marked, graded on a scale from 
Fail to Distinction, and reviewed by an external 
examiner—ensuring fairness, rigor, and the highest 
academic standards.

Range of Perspectives within a 
Shared Tradition
While several graduate programs emphasize clas-
sical curricula, Ralston stands out for its non-de-
nominational and intellectually pluralist environ-
ment. Our community includes students and 
faculty from a wide range of cultural and religious 
backgrounds united by a shared engagement with 
the Western intellectual tradition.

Exceptional Faculty-to-Student 
Ratio
With a student-to-faculty ratio of approximately 
6:1, Ralston offers one of the most intimate learning 
environments in higher education. This compares 
favorably to institutions like Harvard (~7:1) and 
Oxford (~8:1 in the humanities), ensuring close 
mentorship, active discussion, and individualized 
attention.

Language Immersion and  
Experiential Learning
Ralston’s commitment to ancient languages 
includes daily instruction and immersive study 
abroad experiences. Few graduate humanities 
programs require this level of language acquisition, 
and even fewer integrate it into holistic education. 
Our language approach is not only philological  
but cultural—treating classical languages as gate-
ways to a lived intellectual inheritance.

Integrated Academic and  
Collegiate Life
Beyond seminars and tutorials, students and faculty 
engage regularly in communal dinners, cultural 
excursions, and shared intellectual experiences. 
This model—reminiscent of traditional collegiate 
systems—is rare in education and reflects Ralston’s 
belief in the formative power of community and 
mentorship alongside formal study.
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WE FORM 
STUDENTS 

WHO:
Think and act with intellectual 

humility and courage

Seek and follow the truth in  
all areas of life

Build enduring friendships  
and genuine community

Lead active, abundant,  
and meaningful lives

Rebuild our country and culture
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ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS



20

MA IN THE 
HUMANITIES 

CURRICULUM
Ralston College’s one-year Humanities MA offers an 
intensive, immersive encounter with the languages, 
texts, and cultural achievements of the Western 
tradition. The program begins with a language 
immersion in Greece and continues in Savannah, 
where students explore enduring human ques-
tions through close study of philosophy, theol-
ogy, literature, and the arts. Organized across four 
terms and guided by an annual theme—such as the 
self, the whole, or beauty—the curriculum fosters 
truth-seeking across disciplines and domains.

“Although Ralston began first as 
an idea more than a decade ago, 
it has now become a beautiful, 
bricks-and-mortar campus hosting 
a truly scholarly community led by 
a remarkable team who share the 
mission of cultural renewal.”

— Dr Michael Hurley, Professor 
of Literature and Theology at the 
University of Cambridge, and 
former Provost of Ralston College
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PROGRAM STRUCTURE

“...a little heaven on 
earth, a monastic 

academic interlude 
with genius and  

talent, collegiality in 
the etymological sense 

(“reading together”), 
guided by attentive, 
learned professors.”

 — DR MARK BAUERLEIN, FIRST THINGS

An intensive Greek language and cultural immer-
sion, held on-site in Greece. Students begin the 
program with an eight-week intensive in Ancient 
and Modern Greek, supported by excursions to 
major Hellenic sites that enrich the study of texts 
and ideas in their historical context.

Students explore the ancient, medieval, and 
modern periods through slow-reading philosophy 
seminars, lectures in literature and culture, and 
continued Greek instruction. Coursework includes 
close readings of key philosophical and literary 
texts in translation and in the original Greek, 
supplemented by concerts, lectures, excursions 
and events that bring the curriculum to life.

TERM I – GREECE TERMS II–IV – SAVANNAH
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The Ralston MA in the Humanities is not for the 
faint of heart. It asks students to take on what most 
modern education avoids: intellectual risk, daily 
discipline, and the pursuit of excellence through 
difficulty. Our students choose challenge—not 
ease—as the path to formation.

This is most visible in our Greek instruction: a 
full year of immersive, spoken, and philologically 
rigorous training that compresses the equivalent 
of five years of study into one, beginning with two 
months in Greece. Students speak, read, and even 
dream in Greek. But Greek is only the beginning. 
Each element of the program—philosophy, litera-
ture, the arts, moral and political thought—requires 
students to confront ideas that are difficult, at times 
disorienting, but ultimately, transformative.

The goal is not simply to accumulate knowledge, 
but to develop human intelligence—the kind that 
is lived, earned, and embodied through sustained 
effort. In an age increasingly shaped by artificial 
intelligence, we double down on what machines 

cannot replicate: attention, memory, judgment, 
humility, grit, and moral imagination. Language 
becomes the crucible in which students unlearn 
the habits of passivity or perfectionism and instead 
build habits of action, courage, and intellectual 
honesty.

They push through psychological blocks, iner-
tia, and uncertainty—not alone, but in a tight-knit 
community that prizes integrity over performance. 
They become the kind of people who can bear 
weight.

This is a program that rewires students to face 
life’s demands with steadiness and purpose. They 
don’t just translate Plato—they read it. They don’t 
just talk about virtue—they practice it. They don’t 
just consume information—they become wise. The 
results are visible in their writing, their presence, 
and their lives. They emerge not only as better 
thinkers, but as whole human beings: free, formed 
by friendship, and ready for the world as it is.

A PROGRAM THAT DEMANDS EVERYTHING—
AND GIVES MORE IN RETURN
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“This last year has irreversibly 
altered my life’s trajectory; I 
am bigger, braver, and more 
in love with the world than 

ever before.”

— End-of-year student survey  
(anonymous)

KEY DISTINCTIONS
A demanding and inspiring curriculum—an 
intensive immersion in the intellectual and 
cultural inheritance of Western civilization.

A commitment to virtue, character, and 
academic excellence.

High-intensity language instruction in two 
languages simultaneously—equivalent to five 
years of study in one year.

Direct encounters with foundational works of 
art, literature, philosophy, and history—taught 
chronologically.

A rich collegiate culture grounded in 
community, conversation, and shared 
intellectual life.

Close student-faculty engagement, including 
frequent one-on-one meetings; 6:1 student-to-
faculty advisor ratio.

Over 730 hours of in-person instruction, 
almost double the national average.

Regular lectures and seminars by distinguished 
visiting scholars and cultural figures.

External examiners provide rigorous, objective 
academic assessment.
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Freedom of Thought and Speech

Intellectual Immersion

Living the Tradition

Courage, Rigor, and Challenge

Outcome and Impact

PILLARS OF THE  
RALSTON CURRICULUM
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Depth Through 
Writing
Over the course of the academic year, 
each Ralston MA student produces 
approximately 35,000 words of original 
writing—including essays, reflections, 
and a comprehensive 10,000-word 
final examination. This cumulative 
output is half the length of a typical PhD 
dissertation at institutions like Harvard, 
Oxford, or Cambridge—demonstrating 
the program’s depth, rigor, and sustained 
intellectual engagement.

A Thematic Approach 
to the Core Curriculum
Each year, the Ralston College MA is organized 
around a unifying theme—such as the self, 
the whole, nature, fellowship, or beauty—which 
guides students through three millennia of 
thought, art, and language. This approach offers 
a focused yet flexible framework for engaging 
foundational texts across disciplines and eras.

Mastery and Merit: 
Ralston’s Rigorous  
Greek Exam
Ralston’s final Greek exam is a demanding, 
hand-written test—no textbooks, no 
dictionaries, no notes. Students are required to 
extemporaneously compose original summaries 
and analyses in Ancient Greek, drawing from 
the Gospel of John, Homer’s Iliad, and Plato’s 
Symposium. The exam assesses not only 
fluency and recall, but interpretive insight and 
grammatical command. All exams are double-
blind marked, ensuring rigorous, merit-based 
evaluation. In an age of shortcuts and grade 
inflation, Ralston’s Greek exam stands apart: 
a true test of mastery that cannot be faked, 
Googled, or AI-generated. 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS

Application 
Overview

Geographic 
Diversity

Student  
Profile

Graduation  
& Retention

3,500  
expressions of interest  
received over four years

 
661  
completed applications  
submitted

 
136  
students admitted

 
108  
students matriculated

36  
U.S. states  
from which students  
have enrolled

Highest representation 
from: California, New 
York, Texas, Florida, 
Georgia, Colorado

71 
students graduated  
across three  
completed cohorts 

~91% 
Retention and  
completion rate

26 
Median  
student age

54.6 % 
male across all 
cohorts

45.4%  
female across all 
cohorts
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Institution Type 
Breakdown

Academic Background 
Before MA 

3.5% of our students have come from the Ivy League

89.7% of our students enter with a bachelor’s

13.2% from elite non-Ivy schools

6.8% with an MA/MFA

18.1% from state schools

0.8% with a JD

6.9% from non-elite liberal arts schools

2.7% other

11.1% from classical schools

2.8% from art schools

34.7% from private non-liberal arts schools

9.7% from other

Fields of 
Undergraduate Study

Arts: 8%

Humanities: 61.3%

STEM: 14.7%

Technical: 2.7%

Business/Law/Econ/Politics: 7.3%

Social Science: 6%
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David Butterfield,  
Professor of Latin and Provost

Prior to joining the faculty of Ralston 
College, Dr Butterfield was a Fellow 
of Queens’ College, Cambridge 
and a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty 
of Classics. He is a scholar of the 
Roman poet and philosopher Lucre-
tius and published, in 2013, a book 
on the textual history of Lucretius’s 
De Rerum Natura with Cambridge 
University Press. Alongside over a 
hundred articles on the Classics, 
he has also published the history of 
The Spectator magazine, written on 
the English classicist and poet A. E. 
Housman and the ancient Roman 
polymath Marcus Terentius Varro, 
and edited the Penguin Latin Dictio-
nary. He is the editor of the Classics 
website Antigone. 

Dr Butterfield holds a BA, MPhil, and 
PhD from Cambridge University. 

James Bryson,  
Professor of Philosophy

Dr Bryson previously held positions 
at McGill, Cambridge, and the Ludwig 
Maximilian University in Munich. His 
research has been funded by the 
Humboldt Foundation, the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada, and the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council in the 
UK. His next book, entitled Love in 
the Platonic Tradition: From Antiquity 
to the Present, will be published by 
Cambridge University Press.

Dr Bryson holds an MPhil and PhD 
from Cambridge University in Theol-
ogy and Religious Studies, a BA in 
Classics and Early Modern Studies 
from the University of King’s College, 
and an MA in Classics from Dalhou-
sie University.

Joseph Conlon,  
Professor of Classics  
and Dean of Graduate Studies

Dr Conlon previously taught Latin 
and Greek as spoken languages at the 
Paideia Institute in Italy and Greece, 
Princeton University, and a number 
of other academic institutions. He is 
a translator of Katharevousa litera-
ture, and his translation of Alexandros 
Papadiamantis’s novel Ἡ Γυφτοπούλα 
will be published by Denise Harvey. 
In his hands, learning the language 
becomes a restoration of human 
continuity: with place, with ideas, and 
with a deeper understanding of what 
it means to be alive.

Dr Conlon holds a BA in Classics 
from Reed College, and an MPhil 
and PhD in Classical Philology from 
Princeton University.

WORLD-CLASS  
FACULTY 
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Anna Corrias,  
Professor of the History of Philosophy 

Dr Corrias has previously held posi-
tions at the University of Cambridge, 
Princeton University, the Univer-
sity of Toronto, the University of 
Queensland, and University College 
London. Her research has been 
funded by the European Research 
Council, the British Academy, the 
Gerda Henkel Foundation, and the 
Royal Institute of Philosophy. Her 
work is centered on the early modern 
reception of late ancient Platonism, 
with special attention to psychology 
and epistemology. She is the author 
of the monograph The Renaissance 
of Plotinus (Routledge, 2020) and of 
several articles, and is the co-editor 
of the volumes Harmony and Contrast 
(Oxford University Press, 2022) and 
Platonism: Ficino to Foucault (Brill, 
2021).

Dr Corrias holds a PhD in Combined 
Historical Studies and an MA in 
Cultural and Intellectual History from 
the Warburg Institute (University of 
London) and a BA, from the Univer-
sity of Cagliari in Italy. 

Daniel Gallagher,  
Lecturer in Philosophy and Literature

The direct successor to classicists 
Reginald Foster, Lorenzo Valla, and 
Poggio Bracciolini, Mr Gallagher 
served in the Vatican’s Office of Latin 
Letters as the Latin Secretary to 
Popes Benedict XVI and Francis. In 
this capacity, he translated all official 
letters of the Pope into Latin. Prior 
to coming to Ralston, he was subse-
quently appointed as the Ralph and 
Jeanne Kanders Senior Lecturer in 
Latin at Cornell University.

He holds degrees from the University 
of Michigan, the Catholic University 
of America, and the Pontifical Grego-
rian University.

Nicole Blackwood 
Professor of Art History

For more than a decade, Dr Black-
wood has taught at several univer-
sities in North America, has held 
fellowships at Harvard, Yale, and 
the University of Toronto, and has 
worked with collections, museums 
and historic properties in Canada, 
England, and the United States. Her 
academic writing has been published 
by the National Portrait Gallery of Art, 
the Oxford Art Journal, and the Neder-
lands Kunsthistorisch Jaarboek. 

She received her Honors BA in 
Art History from the University 
of Toronto and her MA and PhD 
from the Courtauld Institute of Art 
(University of London), focusing on 
the theory and practice of European 
painting in the Renaissance.  



Dr Butterfield on leaving  
Cambridge for Ralston

“I have just resigned from one of the top five universities of the 
world… My energies are now better spent fighting for the future 
of the subjects to which I have devoted my life—classics, the 
humanities, and the Western tradition… What, then, is Ralston 
College? It is a new institution that stands apart from the norms 
and nostrums of today’s academic culture… I joined because 
Ralston has an unshakable faith that great works must be read 
slowly and in full; that the ancient languages are worth knowing 
and can be known; that there is objective value in things; that not 
all ideas are equally good; and that beauty and truth, though they 
may be hard to find, are always worth seeking.”

Published in The New Criterion, vol. 42, no. 10, June 2024,

30

NOVA ET VETERA

https://newcriterion.com/dispatch/nova-et-vetera/
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GUEST SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS
Over the past three years we have been fortunate  

to welcome many distinguished lecturers

Samuel Andreyev . Jason Baxter . Mark Bauerlein . Peter Berkowitz 

Kevin Corrigan . Anthony Daniels . Eli Diamond . Rod Dreher 

Clifton Duncan . Paul Epstein . Walter Evans . Stanley Fish 

Cameron Fuhrman . Solveig Gold . Adonis Georgiadis 

Elena Glazov-Corrigan . James Hankins . Heather Heying 

Douglas Hedley . Gregg Hurwitz . Michael Hurley . Evan King 

Joshua Katz . Roger Kimball . Iain McGilchrist . Eugenia Manolidou 

Mark Mathabane . Robert Mehlhart . Douglas Murray . Ben Navarro 

David Novak . James Orr . Jonathan Pageau . Jason Pedicone 

Peter Pennoyer . Jordan Peterson . Kyriakos Pierrakakis 

Christophe Rico . Neil Robertson . David Rubin . Christopher Rufo 

Richard Russell . Christopher Snook . Christian Sottile . Stephen Tardif  

Peter Thiel . Gary Thorne . John Vervaeke . Francesca Vanasco  

David Whalen . Thad Wheeler . Stephen Wolfram . Bret Weinstein
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REVIVING THE 
LANGUAGE OF 
CIVILIZATION
The Greek Language 
Residency at Ralston College
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OVERVIEW PROGRAM GOALS
At the heart of our MA in the Humanities is an 
intensive Greek Language Residency—an eight-
week immersion program that brings students into 
direct contact with the intellectual and spiritual 
heritage of our civilization.

Far more than a language course, this experimen-
tal program is a rigorous intellectual, cultural, and 
humanistic experience. It trains students in both 
Ancient and Modern Greek through full linguistic 
immersion in Greece and introduces them to the 
living legacy of Greek thought in the very land-
scapes where that thought was born.

To equip students with functional fluency in 
Ancient and Modern Greek through over 250 
hours of instruction and 500+ hours of language 
contact.

To lay a linguistic and cultural foundation for the 
study of the humanities by enabling direct access 
to foundational texts.

To offer a transformative educational experience 
that unites language learning, historical awareness, 
cultural immersion, and character formation.

To revive the apprenticeship model of humanis-
tic education by engaging students in close study 
with scholar-teachers, craftspeople, and local 
communities.

“You know you’re in a good 
place when you literally can’t 

imagine it being any better.” 
— Dr Jordan Peterson,  
Chancellor Emeritus 

The Spectator, Marshall Matters  
(September 26th, 2022)
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KEY DISTINCTIONS

OUTCOMES & IMPACT

The most intensive Greek 
program in the world
Ralston offers over 250 hours of instruction in eight 
weeks—four times what most university language 
courses offer in a year, in addition to 500 direct 
contact hours.

A living approach to  
Ancient Greek

Our program integrates Modern Greek as a bridge 
to the ancient language. Students use a single, 
modern pronunciation system across all periods 
of Greek, accelerating their reading comprehension 
and oral fluency.

Deep immersion in  
Greek landscapes, traditions, 
and communities
Students live in small apartments in Samos and 
Dimitsana—two places rich in history and cultural 
continuity—where they engage daily in conversa-
tion, reading, and experiential learning with locals, 
monks, farmers, and artisans.

A humanistic rite of passage
From visiting Homeric and Byzantine sites to read-
ing the Book of Revelation in Greek in St John’s 
Cave on Patmos, students gain access to the cul-
tural roots of Western civilization while forging 
enduring bonds with place, people, and tradition.

Language Acquisition
All students complete the program with the ability 
to read Ancient Greek texts and engage in spoken 
Modern Greek conversations, laying a foundation 
for lifelong learning.

Cultural Literacy
Students return with firsthand knowledge of Greek 
geography, history, and cultural practices, having 
visited sites such as Ephesus, Constantinople, 
Olympia, Delphi, and Athens.

Community & Connection
The cohort builds lasting friendships, participates 
in local festivals, and takes part in agricultural life—
harvesting olives, rising with fishermen at dawn, or 
making honey alongside villagers.

Continuity
Students continue their study of Greek through-
out the academic year in Savannah, applying their 
knowledge across the humanities curriculum and 
in independent research.
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BY THE NUMBERS 

750+  
hours of Greek language instruction and exposure

10+  
pages of Greek reading per week

20+  
archaeological and historical site visits

80+  
communal dinners, lunches, and excursions

2  
immersive Greek village residencies

100%  
of students demonstrate rapid increase in 
confidence reading primary texts in Greek

“Studying Ancient Greek 
in Greece with Ralston 
College was one of the 
best trips and learning 
experiences of my life.  

They’ve rescued pedagogy 
from the Renaissance to 

teach classical languages.  
Ralston is so special because 

it treats Ancient Greek as a 
truly living language and a 

language to be lived.”   

— Johnathan Bi  
(Columbia University, BA Philosophy and 

Computer Science), public intellectual and 

non-degree Greek residency alumnus, on his 

experience of the program
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“Nothing sets Ralston apart more than its 
professors’ ability to take young people 
who do not know these languages and, in a 
matter of months, get them to speak, read, 
and write with creative fluency. [...] the ability 
of even the median student to go from 
nothing to ad-lib conversation, in Ancient 
Greek and without notes, about matters both 
philosophical and quotidian exceeds what 
teachers at so-called elite institutions can get 
all but the most remarkable pupils to do after 
four long years of instruction.”

— Dr Joshua T. Katz 
The New Criterion, Dispatch: America’s Best Greek & Latin Teachers,”  

published in The New Criterion, vol. 43, no. 9, May 2025.

https://newcriterion.com/dispatch/americas-best-greek-latin-teachers/
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LATIN  
LANGUAGE 
RESIDENCY

A PILOT IMMERSIVE LANGUAGE PROGRAM IN ITALY

Summer 2024 | Sicily, Rome, the Bay of Naples, and Florence
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Applications Received: Over 120 expressions of 
interest from 5 continents

Participants Selected: 25 scholars representing 12 
countries and 20 institutions

Demographics: 10 women; 15 men; 9 international 
students; 8 from Ivy/Non-Ivy Elite Colleges at-
tended; 10 from international universities; 4 exter-
nal students were in PhD programs; 5 external stu-
dents had completed an MA prior to the program

Scholarships Awarded: 80% received full schol-
arships; 20% partial funding

Languages Acquired: Foundational fluency in both 
spoken and written Latin and Italian

Key Sites Visited: Ortigia, Selinunte, Pompeii, Na-
ples, Fossanova, Florence, and more

Feedback Received: 100% of students reported 
the program met or exceeded expectations

The Latin Residency stands as a successful model of 
immersive classical education outside of a formal 
degree structure. Plans are underway to expand 

future offerings and integrate this distinctive pro-
gram more deeply into Ralston’s long-term vision 
for humanistic formation.

In Summer 2024, Ralston College launched its first 
Latin Language Residency: an intensive, two-month 
pilot program dedicated to the immersive study 
of Latin and Italian. Building upon the success of 
our Greek Language Residency, this new initiative 
extended Ralston’s mission into a second ancient 
tongue, testing the possibilities of direct, living 
engagement with the Latin tradition in the very 
landscapes that birthed it.

Over eight rigorous weeks in Ortigia, Rome, and 
Florence—punctuated by excursions across Sicily 
and the Bay of Naples—participants undertook an 

extraordinary intellectual and cultural adventure. 
Mornings were devoted to the active, oral prac-
tice of Latin and Italian with master instructors; 
afternoons and evenings wove together readings 
in classical literature, archaeological site visits, and 
communal reflection.

The goal: to reclaim Latin as a living language, 
and to reawaken our connection with the texts, 
thought, and culture of Rome—not merely as 
academic artifacts, but as an inheritance to be 
inhabited and transmitted.

OUTCOMES & HIGHLIGHTS

LOOKING AHEAD
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STUDENT IMPACT 
& EXPERIENCE
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“Ralston gave me the highest caliber 
education I have ever—and will ever—
receive.” 

Leslie Nagel, 2023-24 (Ave Maria 
University, BA English Literature)

“I came to Ralston because the ques-
tion they’re asking is the most pivotal 
question of all: Who are we? What is 
our relationship to the world we live 
in? I’ve been struck for many years 
by the desperation and longing I wit-
ness in the lives of my peers. I, too, 
wrestle with longing. The feeling that 
we have lost something. That we are 
living within institutions and relational 
networks that are no longer tethered 
to what made them worthwhile and 
meaningful. Marriage, church, univer-
sity, and government: we’ve received 
all of these from our forebears, and 
yet, without a belief in an ultimate 
reality toward and by which these 
things are ordered, we are wandering 
in a world of ruins.”

Elijah Weaver, 2022-23 (Yale, MA 
Religion and Ethics)

“During my time studying the liberal 
arts in the Ivy League, I encountered 
the dangers of systematic skepticism 
and subjectivism in academia and re-
alized that only a few institutions to-
day are willing to cultivate our innate 
inclination to question and wonder. 
This chapter of my academic journey 
solidified my belief in objective value, 
morality, and beauty, and inspired me 
to join Ralston College, where I could 
receive the rigorous training that our 
tradition requires and deserves.”

Maria Paura, 2024-25 (Columbia 
University, BA Art History)

“Ralston felt like a revival of the best 
aspects of a university education. 
Before entering my undergraduate 
college, I thought I would receive an 
education like the one I received at 
Ralston. I was wrong! Ralston’s mis-
sion seems to be to blow the breath 
of life back into an exhausted educa-
tion system.” 

Eric Kube, 2023-24 (Colorado 
College, BA Neuroscience)

TESTIMONIALS
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“After graduating, I worked in the 
technology field, and while I enjoyed 
creating useful software tools, I did 
not share the enthusiasm that most of 
my coworkers seemed to have about 
technology, particularly AI, for its 
own sake. My experience made me 
interested in exploring what makes us 
truly human, in connecting with our 
universal human experience. That is 
why I came to Ralston.”

Mariia Stepaniuk, 2024-25 (MIT, 
BA Computer Science)“The common experience of uni-

versity life today is procedural and 
instrumental. Ralston challenges this 
by offering something not just deeply 
engaging, but by inviting its students 
to participate in something that really 
matters.” 

Jay Morris, 2023-24 (Rutgers 
University, BA in Philosophy, 
Psychology, and Neuroscience)

“A major difference from other uni-
versities is Ralston’s emphasis on 
freedom of speech and ideas... It was 
new to me to be allowed to think out 
loud and not be nailed down under 
a shallow ideology.” 

Kamryn Tucker, 2023-24 
(University of California, Davis, BA 
in History and BA in Music Theory, 
History, and Ethnomusicology)

“As a student who previously studied 
the classics at Princeton, an import-
ant difference with Ralston is their 
relationship with the past and their 
orientation towards it. Unlike my 
experience at Princeton, where the 
classics were met with an unhealthy 
degree of skepticism and, at times, 
condescension, Ralston is engaged 
neither in hagiographies nor polem-
ics. Ralston treats the figures of his-
tory as real human beings, as friends 
that ought to be admired, debated 
with, probed, and learned from.”

Connor Livingston, 2024-25 
(Princeton, BA Classics)
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Life at Ralston College is marked 
by a rare depth of fellowship and 
shared purpose. From sunrise 
walks through ancient ruins in 
Greece to late-night debates in 
historic Savannah, students live 
and learn in a vibrant community 
devoted to serious study, mean-
ingful conversation, and enduring 
friendship.

The year begins in Greece where 
students live side by side in 
monasteries and guesthouses, 
study Ancient Greek from dawn 
till dusk, and explore the ancient 
world not only through texts 
but also through places—visiting 
Athens, Delphi, Istanbul, Myce-
nae, Ephesus, and the island of 
Patmos. These early days foster a 
strong sense of intellectual cama-
raderie and lay the foundation for 

what becomes a close-knit and 
supportive cohort.

Back in Savannah, students reside 
together in historic buildings in 
the heart of the city. Daily life 
unfolds in courtyards, common 
rooms, and shared kitchens where 
conversations continue over 
dinner, music, and impromptu 
readings. The College’s urban 
campus fosters both indepen-
dence and intimacy, and the 
beauty of the city becomes part 
of the education itself.

In addition to public lectures 
and excursions, students partic-
ipate in a variety of student-led 
clubs and initiatives—from poetry 
readings and philosophy salons 
to early-morning boxing and late-
night jam sessions. Weekly college 

dinners, modeled on the Oxbridge 
tradition, bring the community 
together in conversation and 
celebration, and students also take 
part in serving the meals—practic-
ing hospitality and taking shared 
responsibility.

Ralston’s Career and Life Conver-
sations invite students into mean-
ingful dialogue about vocation, 
purpose, and the possibilities that 
lie beyond the MA. These encoun-
ters—often informal, always 
thoughtful—reflect the College’s 
commitment to the formation of 
the whole person.

Above all, life at Ralston is defined 
by its shared spirit: one of inquiry, 
friendship, and courageous 
engagement with the deepest 
questions of human life.

LIFE AT  
RALSTON COLLEGE
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A TABLE FOR  
FELLOWSHIP  

AND LEARNING:
A Reflection Of Collegiate 

Dining At Ralston

At a time when many colleges are scaling back 

on communal life, Ralston College’s Thursday 

Dinners continue a tradition modeled on the 

collegiate halls of Oxford and Cambridge, where 

shared meals are an extension of the university’s 

intellectual and civic mission.

These gatherings offer a meaningful setting 

for students, faculty, and visitors to reflect 

together, build relationships, and engage in 

conversation shaped by the lectures and life of 

the College. They sustain a culture of hospitality 

and discourse—reinforcing the conviction that 

education is not only taught, but lived.

Each dinner begins with the College grace—first 

composed in Hebrew, translated into Greek, and 

then into Latin, the language of the university. 

Evenings often feature speeches, music, and the 

recitation of poetry from memory. Students 

also participate in serving the meal—further 

underscoring the spirit of shared responsibility 

and community at the heart of the College’s life.
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The Ralston College Degree Ceremony draws on 
the earliest traditions of the university, which date 
to the twelfth century. Conducted in Latin—the 
original language of the university—it retains the 
essential elements of its medieval predecessors: 
supplication, presentation, oath, and admission.

The ceremony is not a celebration of having 
“earned” a credential, but of being admitted as a 
permanent member of the College, having taken 
an oath to uphold its ideals. It marks the end of the 
academic year and reflects the deeper purpose of 
study: the transformation of the student through 
the pursuit of truth.

Its central gesture is not the katabasis of kneeling, 
but the anabasis of rising—into a new identity, and 
into the responsibilities that knowledge entails.

BUILDING NEW 
TRADITIONS 
FROM OLD: 
RALSTON’S LATIN 
GRADUATION 
CEREMONY



47

LIFE AFTER RALSTON  
(71 GRADUATES) 

Graduates have established careers across industry, culture, public service, and teaching, 
where an especially strong contingent of Ralston alumni are having a major impact on the 
minds of the next generation.

10% Graduate or Doctoral Study in the Humanities

8% Working at Ralston College while Pursuing Cultural Projects

10% Attending Professional School (Architecture, Law, Medical School, etc.)

25% Teaching Across America

12% Working in Publishing or Media

12% Entrepreneurship, Business, or Technology

5% Public Service or Politics

8% Other (i.e. Creative Projects)

10% Unknown
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GRADUATES PER YEAR 

2022-23: 22

2023-24: 23

2024-25: 26

FACULTY GROWTH 

2022-23: 2

2023-24: 4 

2024-25: 6

CAMPUS FOOTPRINT 

40,000 square feet of beautiful, historic 

buildings in downtown Savannah 

36 individual residence rooms in shared 

apartments

6 seminar rooms, one lecture and dining hall

Multiple libraries and study rooms; indoor and 

outdoor common spaces; and a gym

GLOBAL REACH 
Programs in 3 countries

Applicants from 5 continents

Podcast audience in 50+ countries

SOCIAL MEDIA REACH 

30k YouTube Subscribers

7.3k+ X

8k+ Instagram

1k+ LinkedIn

EMAIL LIST

13k Newsletter Subscribers
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INSTITUTIONAL GROWTH
BY THE NUMBERS:
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PUBLIC 
SCHOLARSHIP 
& CULTURAL 
INFLUENCE
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AN INTELLECTUAL HOME 
IN HISTORIC SAVANNAH
THREE YEARS OF  
PUBLIC PROGRAMING 
Ralston College is committed to fostering a vibrant intel-
lectual and cultural community—both within and beyond 
the classroom. Through concerts, lectures, theatrical pro-
ductions, and scholarly gatherings, our public program-
ming invites audiences into the riches of the humanities. 
These events have welcomed thousands and hosted more 
than 40 distinguished scholars, writers, musicians, and 
cultural figures.

These programs affirm Ralston’s role as both a rigorous ac-
ademic institution and a cultural catalyst—creating shared 
experiences that enrich civic life, broaden public access 
to the humanities, and build lasting bonds between the 
College and its wider community. Now more than ever, 
we are not an ivory tower; we take our responsibility to 
the public good with utmost seriousness—to model free 
inquiry and respectful dialogue, and to share the riches 
of our civilization with anyone who seeks to claim them 
as their own.

Ralston opened 24 select lectures 
to the public, offering access to the 
College’s core curriculum and guest 
speakers. These lectures foster mean-
ingful dialogue and model thought-
ful, civil engagement with urgent and 
perennial questions, including series 
such as Liberal Arts, Free Speech, and 
the University, Humanitas, and our 
flagship annual lecture series—The 
Sophia Lectures.

Since 2022, Ralston has hosted 12 
public concerts, including annual 
Christmas performances and distin-
guished guest recitals. These events 
have featured the Ralston College 
Chorus and partnerships with local 
world-class musicians and the Savan-
nah Philharmonic.

Ralston students staged 1 powerful 
production of The Bacchae—trans-
lated, directed, and performed by 
Emily Wendt (MA in the Humanities 
‘23) alongside her classmates. This 
immersive production of Euripides’ 
tragedy brought ancient drama into 
vivid contemporary relevance and 
was open to the public.

PUBLIC LECTURES: CONCERTS: THEATER: 
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THREE YEARS OF  
PUBLIC CONVERSATION

THE SOPHIA 
LECTURES

2023

The Spirit of Play

Dr Douglas Hedley (Cambridge) 
explored the role of play in 
culture, creativity, and spiritu-
ality, drawing on sources from 
Greek philosophy to Indian 
metaphysics. Held at the Noble 
Hardee House in Savannah, the 
five-part series welcomed over 
400 attendees, with the first  
video reaching approximately 
9.3k views.

2024 

Wholeness, Imagination  
& the Cosmos

Dr Iain McGilchrist examined the 
interplay of division and union, 
symmetry and asymmetry—re-
flecting on balance in an age of 
fragmentation. The three-evening 
series drew over 450 guests, while 
the first lecture 1 has garnered 
more than 104k views on You-
Tube, with subsequent recordings 
adding tens of thousands more.

2025

Tractable Miracles

Evolutionary biologists Dr Bret 
Weinstein and Dr Heather Hey-
ing explored how evolution un-
derpins creativity, consciousness, 
and human values, expanding the 
series to integrate science, philos-
ophy, and wonder. Videos will be 
released in Fall 2025.

Since launching in 2023, the Sophia Lectures have 
created a vibrant forum for exploring the ultimate 
questions of meaning and value. Over three years, 
they have attracted distinguished speakers, engaged 
enthusiastic audiences, and reached thousands 
online. This signature Ralston College series aims to 
unite ancient wisdom with contemporary urgency—
bringing people together in conversations that are 
both profound and inspiring.

“The stakes, then, are high; and I know of no better institution than Ralston 
College to champion, tirelessly and courageously, freedom of thought, true 
scholarship, a love of excellence and deep engagement with the richness of 
the humanities.” 

— Dr Iain McGilchrist, Chancellor
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RALSTON 
COLLEGE 
PODCAST   
Reviving Thoughtful Dialogue 
for a Free Culture

The Ralston College Podcast extends the College’s 
mission—truth, freedom, beauty, and fellowship—into the 
public sphere. A series of podcasts and videos on ques-
tions both urgent and perennial, it features the College’s 
Visitors, Fellows, and other free thinkers engaging in rigor-
ous, humane conversation. 

With topics ranging from Augustine’s Confessions to the 
challenges of artificial intelligence, the podcast offers 
a rare forum for serious inquiry in a culture too often 
defined by soundbites and polarization.
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KEY EPISODES HAVE FEATURED: 

•	 Roger Scruton and Jordan Peterson on the Transcendent

•	 Freeman Dyson and Stephen Blackwood on the Freedom 
of Thought and Nature

•	 Douglas Murray on Reconstructing our Culture from the 
Renewal and Renaissance Symposium

The podcast has become a vital tool for outreach and engage-
ment—showcasing Ralston’s distinct educational vision and 
building a global community dedicated to the enduring ques-
tions of human life.

GLOBAL REACH
 
100+ podcasts, videos, and  
interviews published

40+ million views of  
Ralston College-related content

2.7+ million views on the  
Ralston College YouTube Channel

8k hours of video watched per 
month

50+ countries streamed

30k YouTube followers

150k+ audio-only downloads

“The Ralston College podcast delivers a 
series of conversations and lectures aimed 
at fostering a deeper, livelier, and freer 
intellectual culture for us all.”

— Podcast viewer, YouTube

RALSTON COLLEGE MEDIA COVERAGE
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HUMANITIES 
SHORT COURSES
For Anyone, Anywhere

Ralston College’s short courses reflect our 
experimentation with new platforms to expand its 
reach and make the humanities newly accessible. 
With nearly 3,700 enrollments, high learner 
satisfaction, and global engagement across five 
continents, these offerings demonstrate the College’s 
potential to extend its mission—and the enduring 
relevance of the humanities—into the digital sphere.
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Our two experimental short courses invite learners into the heart of  
the humanities through powerful questions and timeless texts.

What Makes a Happy Life? 
An Introduction to Samuel Johnson’s Rasselas
Asks Dr Anthony Daniels, a medical doctor, who explored 
Johnson’s philosophical tale Rasselas, guiding students through 
its reflections on desire, freedom, and fulfillment.

Robert Frost: The American Voice 

Explores the life and poetry of one of America’s greatest poets, 
led by renowned Frost biographer Dr Jay Parini, Professor 
Emeritus of English and Creative Writing at Middlebury College.

Robert Frost Course
“Robert Frost: The American Voice was one of the 
best FutureLearn courses I have ever done… Jay 
Parini was a terrific lecturer and his love and knowl-
edge of Frost… was terrific.”

“An insightful look at some of Frost’s poems and 
life with Jay Parini, the best teacher possible for 
this subject.”

“This was the best course that I’ve taken… it 
enhanced my knowledge about poetry and the 
beauty that is found in poems.”

Rasselas Course
“A beautiful course that brought Johnson’s wisdom 
to life in a deeply engaging way.”

“A rewarding and enriching exploration of a classic 
text I had never read—now I’ll never forget it.”

“The instructor’s passion and clarity opened the 
door to a world I hadn’t expected to find so com-
pelling.”

Robert Frost: The American Voice 
 – 1,809 enrolled, average rating 4.8 out of 5

What Makes a Happy Life?  
An Introduction to Samuel Johnson’s Rasselas  
– 1,887 enrolled, average rating 4.6 out of 5

LEARNER FEEDBACK

BY THE NUMBERS
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DEVELOPMENT & 
PHILANTHROPY
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FUNDRAISING TOTAL  
OVER THREE YEARS

$27MM 
2022–25

$40+MM  
since founding

“A university of 50 people can have 
more influence over society than a 
generic state university with 50,000.  
I have no doubt about that.”  

— Christopher Rufo, Senior Fellow, 
Manhattan Institute, during his visit 
to Ralston College in 2024.
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As a private institution dedicated to the 
unyielding pursuit of truth and the cultiva-
tion of independent thought, Ralston revives 
the American ideals that have long fueled 
innovation, resilience, and self-reliance. It is 
in this spirit that we proudly recognize The 
Marcus Foundation as one of our earliest 
supporters.

Founded by the late Bernard “Bernie” 
Marcus—co-founder of The Home Depot, 
relentless entrepreneur, and fierce advo-
cate for free enterprise—the Foundation 
has championed causes that transmit the 
founding principles of our country, giving 
young people the tools and values to fulfill 
their roles and responsibilities within society.  
The Marcus Foundation’s partnership with 
Ralston reflects a deep, shared conviction: 
that true education demands not safe spaces, 
but battle-tested arenas where ideas clash, 
truths emerge strengthened, and minds are 
forged in the fire of honest debate.

The Marcus Foundation’s backing affirms the 
humanities as a rugged inheritance: one that 
builds character through adversity, sharpens 
judgment amid uncertainty, and equips citi-
zens to navigate—and defend—a free soci-
ety. This alignment is no accident; Bernie 
Marcus’s life embodied the American values 

Ralston seeks to instill. Born to immigrant 
parents in a Newark tenement, he built a 
retail empire from scratch through sheer 
grit, innovation, and an unshakeable belief 
in free enterprise as the engine of human 
progress. His Foundation extends this ethos 
into philanthropy, supporting institutions 
like Ralston that resist the erosion of inde-
pendent thought and champion the free-
doms that make genuine prosperity possible.

“Freedom is the foundation of opportunity, 
and free enterprise is the engine that drives 
it—without either, innovation and progress 
grind to a halt.”

We are profoundly grateful for The Marcus 
Foundation’s leadership, trust, and unwav-
ering resolve. Their support ensures that 
Ralston College remains a fortress for 
truth-seeking, where freedom of inquiry is 
not a fragile luxury but a hard-won neces-
sity, and where students emerge not as 
passive consumers of knowledge, but as 
vigilant guardians of the American tradition 
of independent thought and enterprise. In 
partnering with us, The Marcus Founda-
tion helps secure a future where education 
reclaims its role as the bedrock of a resilient, 
free republic.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

THE MARCUS FOUNDATION
Advancing the American Tradition of Freedom
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RALSTON COLLEGE 
FELLOWS PROGRAM

The Ralston Fellowship enables current students 
and recent alumni to devote a full academic year 
to a self-designed project—whether in scholar-
ship, public service, the arts, or other creative or 
intellectual pursuits. Fellows are selected for their 
academic excellence, seriousness of purpose, and 
potential of their proposed project.

While projects are pursued independently, Fellows 
remain closely connected to the College through 
mentorship and participation in key academic and 
cultural events. Past projects have included the 
translation of ancient texts, theatrical direction, and 
the development of original philosophical work.

Generously supported by the Long Family Force 
for Good Foundation through 2026, each 
Fellowship includes a $25,000 stipend and up to 
$3,000 in project support.

The Fellowship exemplifies Ralston’s mission to 
form free and courageous thinkers and serves as 
a launching ground for graduates as they extend 
their study, service, and creativity into the wider 
world.

Independent Inquiry Rooted in Community and Purpose
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2024-25 Ralston Fellow | MA in the Humanities ’24

In 2024, Mari Otsu was selected as one of two fellows. A 
classical artist and writer, Mari used her fellowship to explore 
the influence of Plotinus’s Enneads on Renaissance aesthetics—
particularly through Michelangelo’s unfinished sculptures.

Her project exemplifies the depth and interdisciplinarity 
fostered at Ralston. Drawing on her undergraduate degree 
from NYU in philosophy, psychology, and art history, Mari’s 
work integrated scholarly inquiry with public reflection. 
During her Fellowship year, she continued writing as both 
a fine arts and health journalist, exploring topics such as 
empathy and emotional intelligence.

Beyond her individual project, Mari remained an active part 
of the Ralston community—mentoring students, attending 
College events, and contributing to its wider intellectual life.

Reflecting on the experience, she writes:

“The Fellowship gave me the time and resources to synthesize my 
MA year and begin transforming these insights into writing and 
creative work that I hope will help others live more meaningful 
lives.”

She is now working as a White House correspondent in D.C.

Sample Projects 
Completed:
An Ancient Greek–lan-
guage commentary on 
numerous fragments of 
Heraclitus—including an 
introduction and pro-
logue—accompanied by 
curated comparanda 
(passages from Homer, 
Plato, Aristotle, Epictetus, 
Hebrew scripture, and 
German philosophers) 
that illuminate each frag-
ment.

A chronological, curated 
compendium (~65 pag-
es) of Byzantine Greek 
source excerpts—from the 
Souda, George Syncellus, 
and others—edited and 
arranged into a coher-
ent historical narrative, 
capped with an inter-
pretive epilogue on the 
nature and origin of the 
soul.

A new contemporary En-
glish translation of Plato’s 
Symposium—provision-
ally framed as “Plato for 
Girls”—written in a clear, 
conversational style for 
accessibility, and staged as 
a public reading with the 
2022-23 cohort.

MARI OTSU
RALSTON FELLOW SPOTLIGHT
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NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS: 
SUPPORTING ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE AND MERIT
Ralston College is proud to offer a growing number 
of named scholarships that recognize and support 
students of exceptional promise. These awards—
made possible through the generosity of individ-
ual donors—are granted on the basis of academic 
excellence, merit, and alignment with the mission 
of the College.

Among these is the Curtis and Elizabeth Ander-
son Scholars, established by long-standing Savan-
nah supporters Curtis and Elizabeth Anderson, to 
honor and enable the pursuit of serious humanistic 
study. In 2025–26, five incoming MA students 

were named Anderson Scholars in recognition 
of their achievements and intellectual potential. 
Representing a wide range of interests—from clas-
sical languages and theology to political theory 
and the arts—these students exemplify the kind of 
thoughtful inquiry and personal commitment the 
scholarship seeks to foster.

By underwriting the education of outstanding indi-
viduals, named scholarships like the Curtis and 
Elizabeth Anderson Scholars help ensure that the 
College continues to attract and support those 
most capable of advancing its mission of renewal.

“Libba and I have been impressed with the progress that Ralston College 
has made in providing a unique world-class educational experience to 
such a gifted cohort of students. We trust that these scholarships will 
enable the recipients to pursue their highest aspirations.” 

— Curtis Anderson
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Ralston College is governed by a dedicated Board 
of Governors and led by an experienced team of 
academic and administrative leaders who uphold the 
College’s mission and guide its long-term direction.

LEADERSHIP & 
GOVERNANCE
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Nathan Carr, Chairman

Tyus Butler, Secretary

Ashley Bradford, Treasurer

Stephen Blackwood, President

Ryan Taliaferro

Lawrence Mone

Roger Kimball

Douglas Hedley

SENIOR LEADERSHIP 

Iain McGilchrist, Chancellor

Nathan Carr, Chairman

Stephen Blackwood, President

David Butterfield, Provost 

Joseph Conlon, Dean of Graduate Studies

“Ralston College stands as a 
testament to what is possible 

when courage, clarity of purpose, 
and devotion to truth shape an 

institution of learning. As we 
continue to grow, we remain 

committed to cultivating minds 
and forming character—rooted in 

tradition, oriented toward the future.”
— Dr Stephen Blackwood
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VISION FOR  
THE FUTURE
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Accreditation
Our first priority is to secure full accreditation with 
NECHE. Candidate status is an essential milestone 
and positions the College for responsible growth. Full 
accreditation will enable us to admit international 
students (we have already experienced significant in-
ternational demand), expand our academic offerings, 
and broaden partnerships and philanthropic support. 
It will also formalize processes already in motion 
across assessment, governance, and program review. 
In short, accreditation is the keystone for the next 
phase of the College’s development.

Building the Teacher Pipeline
To meet a critical national need—the severe short-
age of teachers and leaders to support the explosive 
growth of the classical school movement—we will 
establish a Certificate in Classical Education & Lead-
ership that equips teachers and school leaders with 
both knowledge and practical formation. Designed 
with input from partner schools and hiring networks, 
the certificate will include direct placement pathways, 
leadership training, and structured professional devel-
opment. Field mentorships and observed practice will 
connect classroom craft to the humanistic tradition. 
The result is a durable pipeline that will address a 
critical systemic weakness in the current renewal of 
American education.

Growth of the MA Program 
(introducing Latin)
We will expand the MA in the Humanities by increas-
ing cohort size and “turning on” additional language 
tracks—beginning with Latin—to meet rising demand 
for rigorous, immersive, text-centered study. Building 
on our proven immersion model, the program will 
offer distinct language pathways, enhanced tutorials, 
and targeted academic support that preserve quality 
while scaling responsibly. Faculty hiring and training 
will align with these pathways, ensuring coherence 
across seminars, language, and writing components. 
Scholarships will recruit and retain exceptional stu-
dents. The aim is a larger, stronger MA that remains 
intensely personal and intellectually exacting.

Expanded Immersive 
Language Programming
Ralston excels in language pedagogy—from the sum-
mer Latin program to the first immersion term in 
Greece. We will expand this strength through sum-
mer language clinics and additional non-degree im-
mersions, building readiness for languages in the MA. 
These offerings create near-term revenue and growth, 
teaching, publishing, or cultural leadership.

ACADEMIC EXPANSION 
in the Next Five Years
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Expanding Online Reach 
(Non-Degree Certificates)
We will extend our public-facing scholarship through 
online, non-degree offerings—short courses, lecture 
series, and close-reading seminars—delivered by our 
faculty and visiting scholars. These programs will draw 
on existing strengths (podcasts, public lectures, dig-
ital audiences) to broaden access to the humanities 
while piloting new curricula. Thoughtful production, 
clear learning outcomes, and measured pricing will 
generate organic revenue and inform future degree 
design. By meeting learners where they are, we model 
free inquiry in a wider commons and invite them into 
the College’s intellectual life.

Undergraduate  
Degree Program
Following full accreditation*, and the now proven 
success of our MA in the Humanities, we plan to 
launch our long-awaited undergraduate degree pro-
gram. This program will preserve the hallmarks of 
the Ralston experience—serious engagement with 
primary texts, language immersion, and a close-knit 
residential community—while offering a world-class 
program to enter the largest sector of the higher ed-
ucation marketplace. This degree program provides 
the College with the opportunity for 10x scale, and 
the scope to shape generations of young people to 
have a long-term cultural impact in the wider world.

WHY THE 
HUMANITIES? 
The humanities are the repository 
of the best we have learned 
throughout history. They begin with 
first principles—what it means to 
be human—and trace the origins of 
our civilization’s ideals. As the most 
upstream influence on culture, 
politics, and technology, they shape 
how we understand the world. A 
liberal arts education helps students 
make this inheritance their own—
with knowledge, imagination, and 
wisdom—and thus preserve, defend, 
and create it anew.



72



73

At Ralston College, community is not just a value—
it’s a vital part of the educational experience. Our 
growth is directly tied to expanding residential 
life in Savannah, where shared living and learning 
create the conditions for deep intellectual and per-
sonal formation. As we plan for future cohorts—
including an undergraduate program—securing 
dedicated student housing is an essential next step.

The same principle of place-based education guides 
our immersive study abroad terms. In Greece and 

Italy, students encounter the classical world first-
hand through intensive language and cultural study. 
Thanks to generous partnerships—with Harvard’s 
Center for Hellenic Studies in Nafplio and the 
Angelicum in Rome—we’ve provided transforma-
tive experiences in these historic locations.

Looking ahead, securing our own long-term 
facilities will allow us to deepen these programs, 
expand year-round offerings, and strengthen our 
global intellectual community.

BUILDING OUR 
SAVANNAH CAMPUS

26 East Gaston (Athenaeum)

A central hub for the graduate program, featuring a lecture hall, dining room, 
classrooms, study spaces, library, and a gymnasium.

 
17 West McDonough (Cicero House)

The operational center of the College with meeting spaces, seminar rooms, 
administrative offices, and flexible rooms for small classes and workshops.

 
134 Whitaker (Whitaker Street Collection)

Twelve graduate apartments with shared common rooms and a library, plus 
an outdoor rooftop with views across the city’s historic district.

OUR BUILDINGS

“I think it is wonderful to see Ralston take the bold step of ensuring that 
the ideas discussed within this institution are set within the context of a 
beautiful place.” 

— Christian Sottile, Architect and Urban Designer
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FINANCIALS / APPENDIX

Endowment and Sustainability
To ensure Ralston College’s long-term 
independence and resilience, we are working to 
build a strong financial foundation.

•	 Our goal is to make the College’s MA in 
the Humanities Program financially self-
sustaining within the next 2–3 years by 
building an endowment of $70 million 
and expanding our base of recurring 
philanthropic support.

This endowment will safeguard the core 
elements of our program—faculty excellence, 
scholarships, immersive learning, and residential 
life—and allow us to respond boldly to new 
opportunities.

Operating Budget Trends   
Scaling Responsibly for Long-Term Sustainability

In its early years, Ralston College operated with 
a strategic growth-oriented budget to establish 
core academic programs, build institutional 
infrastructure, and launch public outreach 
initiatives. These initial investments—supported 
entirely by philanthropy—enabled the College 
to graduate its first class, achieve candidacy for 
accreditation*, and reach millions through public 
programming.

Over the past three years, the College has 
responsibly scaled back non-essential spending, 
sharpened its operational focus, and moved 
toward a leaner, more sustainable model in 
alignment with long-term goals.

Ralston College has operated without tuition 
revenue since its founding, a reflection of 
its commitment to academic excellence 
and accessibility. This model—enabled by 
philanthropic support—has allowed the 
College to invest deeply in student experience, 
faculty quality, and institutional growth, while 
maintaining fiscal responsibility and preparing 
for long-term sustainability. In the coming year, 
Ralston will begin the process of opening up 
fees and move towards an annual 1/3 model (1/3 
tuition, 1/3 endowment, 1/3 donation) over time, 
which has proven successful in colleges Ralston 
aspires to emulate.

Total Revenue (FY23 - FY25): $27MM 

Total Giving: $40+MM

Ralston College has undergone an independent 
annual audit conducted by Smith + Howard PC. 
Full audited financial statements are available upon 
request.

AUDITED SUMMARY FINANCIALS 
Donor-Supported Model of Growth and Integrity
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Fiscal Year

FY23 $6.1MM Phase 1 – Prove the Concept: High initial investment in 
infrastructure, faculty, travel, technology, and housing for 
inaugural programs in Greece and Savannah. The initial focus 
was not on efficiency, but on establishing the right product 
and brand in the market.

FY24 $8.2MM Phase 1 – Prove the Concept: Continued expansion of 
physical and digital infrastructure, large public outreach and 
brand awareness campaigns. Recruiting the faculty and staff 
to deliver the mission.

FY25 $9.2MM Phase 2 – Substantiate Concept: Having proven that there is 
a market demand, and that the College is capable of building 
best-in-class experiences, the operation team turned to 
streamlining operations, and making the unit economics 
of the program more scalable and durable. This included 
experimentation of expanding cohort and piloting a new 
program (Latin); Targeted investments in development, 
admissions and scalable public content.

FY26 $6.6MM 
(projected)

Phase 2 – Substantiate Concept: As the College matures and 
learns from its experience, it brings more services in-house, 
focuses on core value-drivers and investing in its students, 
staff and faculty - resulting in streamlined operations, mission-
aligned departments, and a more cost-effective program. 

Annual Spend Notes

BUDGET OVERVIEW (ROUNDED FIGURES)

Key Note: The College currently charges no tuition. All operations have been made possible through 
philanthropic support.

With a long-term vision of financial independence, Ralston is now focused on building a sustainable 
base of annual support and an endowment to ensure the future of its mission. Once it has 
established three years free and unlevered operating capital in the bank, it will move to Phase 3: 
Prepare for Growth, where it begins to expand its budget and prepare capacity ahead of need for 
near-term scaling (hiring additional faculty, expanding marketing budget, expanding physical plant in 
preparation for more students, etc.).
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Ralston College has been granted Candidate for Accreditation 
status by the New England Commission of Higher Education 
(formerly the Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education of the New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges, Inc.). Candidacy for Accreditation is a status of 
affiliation with the Commission which indicates that the 
institution has achieved initial recognition and is progressing 
toward accreditation. Candidacy is not accreditation nor 
does it assure eventual accreditation. Inquiries regarding 
the status of an institution affiliated with the Commission 
should be directed to the administrative staff of the institution. 
Individuals may also contact: New England Commission of 
Higher Education; 301 Edgewater Place, Suite 210, Wakefield, 
MA 01880; (781) 425 7785; E-Mail: info@neche.org

*CANDIDACY FOR ACCREDITATION
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Curtis & Elizabeth Anderson 

AWC Family Foundation 

Malcolm & Becky Briggs

Chesed Inc. 

Cooper Family Foundation

Timothy & Dorothea Coy

Brian & Kathie Harlander 

Virginia James

Casey & Monica Lavin

Long Family Force for Good Foundation

Ryan & Ashley McCalley

Linda McWhorter

Anonymous

George Ohrstrom

Ramaswamy Charitable Fund 

Sarah Scaife Foundation (MA Program Support)

The Fenix Foundation — Andrew & Evelyn Sloop

The Marcus Foundation 

The Sequoia Trust 

Thomas W. Smith Foundation

Werner Family Foundation

Anonymous

To our bold supporters of new beginnings  
WITH GREAT THANKS

DONOR HONOR ROLL 
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Richard P. Fox
Thorwald Franke
Edward 	Gadrix
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Robert Gear
Michael Germano
Ardythe Goergens 
Gary Goldberg
Analisa Gomez
Sylvester Gorman
Bob Grable 
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Jan Hanna

Robert Harte
Patrick Haynes 
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Mary Ann Hurst
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DONOR LIST
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“DARE TO BE WISE 
— AND BEGIN!”  

HORACE

Ralston College exists because of the courage of our students, the commitment of 
our faculty, staff, and board, and the generosity of our supporters. As we expand 
our programs and grow our campus, we invite you to help us build our future.

JOIN US IN SHAPING THE FUTURE
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17 West McDonough St, Savannah, GA 31401
development@ralston.ac | www.ralston.ac

ANIMUS 
CRESCAT
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